Religion

29

|

S S
S

FONDACIJA ekumens!(a inicijativa Zena







WHAT

In  former Yugoslav countries,
secular laws based on international
norms of human rights and

freedoms are in force, while almost
90% of the population identifies as
religious believers. Does this
situation necessarily lead to social
dichotomy and misunderstanding?
Or is it possible to create space for
learning, dialogue, and encounter
between religious and secular
perspectives, especially when it
comes to key issues such as gender
equality?

Recognizing the need to bridge the
discourse communities of feminism and
religion, and acknowledging the potential
for creating new  frameworks  for
understanding rights and freedoms,
Associate Professor Zilka Spahi¢ Siljak PhD
and Scientific Advisor Jadranka Rebeka Anic
PhD created the program "Both Believers
and Citizens," which was implemented
from 2008 to 2018.

Since there were no similar
academic programs in the region
and the interest and response
exceeded initial expectations, they
launched the online EER School.

Zillka'Spahic-Siljalk
RebekaJadranlka Anic
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The FER School, through its academic and non-academic
courses, is designed for anyone who wishes to question their
beliefs, attitudes, knowledge, and practices regarding human
rights and freedoms, and who wants to explore how gender
stereotypes shape the lives of women and men in families and

society.

ACADEMIC COURSES NON-ACADEMIC COURSES
e 30 hours of lectures and 15 e 20 hours of lectures and

hours of exercises (equivalent to exercises

4 ECTS credits)
e Sessions consist of:

e Participants are required to:

1. Lectures

1. Read the assigned literature 2. Reading texts, watching videos,
before each session and attend etc.
the lecture 3. Discussions

2. Participate in discussions and
prepare presentations e Participants are required to

3. Write a final academic paper participate in discussions.

e Those who fulfill all obligations e Those who fulfill all obligations
will receive a certificate and a will receive a certificate of
transcript with a grade, while attendance.

those who fail to submit the
final paper will only receive a =g,
gertiﬁcate. £ '
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« History of feminism in the
West and the East

. ’Socigl'?g'y of gender

. , |
u.tcﬁmgtr and philosophy
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'+ Feminist theology in
"~ Christianity and Islam

e Anthropology: )
Philosophical Christian-
Islamic perspective in
dialogue with ,3
contemporary science

Gender, religion, and

violence

»
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Gender, religion, and
meciia » i B
Y
Gender, r_glig?bn,and
peacebuildiné

Gender, culture, and
spirituality

Gt’ander and Judaism







WHO

Founders of
FER school:

ZILKA SPAHIC JADRANKA REBEKA
SILJAK, PHD ANIC, PHD

The University Gender Resource Institute of Social Sciences Ivo
Centre (UNIGeRC) and TPO Pilar - Regional center Split,
Foundation, Croatia

Bosnia and Herzegovina
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JASMINA HUSANOVIC, PHD AJLA DEMIRAGIC, PHD
University of Tuzla, Bosnia and University of Sarajevo, Bosnia and
Herzegovina Herzegovina

INGA TOMIC-KOLUDROVIC, PHD ANJA ZALTA, PHD

Scientist emeritus at University at Zadar, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar —
Regional center Split, Croatia
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ADRIJANA ZAHARIJEVIC,
PHD

Institute for Philosophy and Social Researcher apd gssoaate of the FER School,
North Macedionia

ANETA JOVKOVSKA, PHD

Theory, University of Belgrade,
Serbia

AMRA PANDZO, PHD

ANA MARIJA RAFFAI, PHD

Peace activist and associate of the FER School, Peace activist and associate of the FER School,
Croatia Bosnia and Herzegovina



KSENIJA MAGDA, PHD ELMA SOFTIC - KAUNITZ, MA

MERIMA JASAREVIC, PHD SUZANA VRHOVSKI PERAN, PHD
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ANITA DREMEL, PHD

Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek,
Croatia
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FER SCHOOL?

Our alumni about us:
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FER School has offered a completely new
perspective in understanding the
(un)grounded religious arguments that
have influenced the subordinate position
of women in society and the family, by
analyzing theological texts and presenting
the political and social context. The school
represents an educational program that
provides a critical review of the history of
the women's rights movement, feminist
theory, and other related important
political and social issues. | would
particularly emphasize that in addition to
the theoretical analysis, discussions allow
space for participants to express their
opinions, interpret, and share their
experiences on feminism, religion, and
gender.

DINA GUSINAGC,

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
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Attending the FER school has been
fruitful. | received encouragement
for deeper inquiry into the matters |
am already engaged with. | had the
opportunity to attend lectures and
engaging literature on a daily basis,
as well as to socialize with lecturers
and participants who  think
differently, which poses a challenge
and pulls us out of our comfort
zone. The concept of the lectures
itself is dynamic and constructive.

VANJA IVKOVIC,
CROATIA



WHY

| am a feminist and an atheist and
FER school has helped me gain
insight into how believers can be
good feminists, which I'd doubted,
as well as to understand religion
and the space in which both
believers and atheists have to act.
The essence of everything are
peace, growth and a safe space - all
which are offered by FER school.

NADA DROBNIJAK,
MONTENEGRO

FER SCHOOL?

Our alumni about us:
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FER school has exceeded all my
expectations. The
recommmended literature was
very carefully selected amongst
the best books about feminist
theories and most recent works
on feminist thought, philosophy,
religion and peacebuilding.

OLGA BREZOVAR,
SLOVENIA
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